- seat. I went tO@be rear of the theater and stpod for & while, I

To AML Presidnt,

This past Friday, -July 12, 3002, I attended the §:30. showing of Bourne
Idon:g:y a;Jﬁggzlanwny 13 Theaper in Boston. I hought.the tieket fram
caghiar 9831 at sration 003 at 20:21 with a oxedit.ahrd so: you shoyld
be able to .check your records to verify it, . Coe

' - . P L S T ) B T SR AT UL T B
Appraxipgtely 35 .ginukes into:the-movie, 'x_lsuqéoux fols hat g,h.-w. ,
‘and ‘'began sNwating profuyely. rI:was -vary worried sipca’ T am. in A
excellent Nealthy. Iwfx the theater to the xeatkoss. As I star
walking, I worried I'ygNoing to.collapse anid dis in. the theaser.
felt 'a little better NIMEL -ty theataxr but I ptill fels so 411
that I told.the ticket-slitiehdants bafore the. bathxoom to lesk. for me -
if I did nos emarge in. 3 minuges. I sat down in the pogll Lorwm
momast and bad diwchea.all the audden. . As I rested snd, foit emeamt
pouring down my {face .and arms, I grew very scared, fearims i-aad bwan
a recipient of some chamical or biological tarrorist attask,. o maybe
Bbada ‘had somahow come to the United States. 1 was regretting not S
completing my will that d'!" @ventually I recturned to the theater, .
Lrying to -decide if I should ask my friends to cako‘ma'cokgn‘emgxqency

room. .21 : LRAat £ ory and think, ' DELERGWN.. o
mamked et B ELAE Sl i et Bt epmebons.

xS
gradually felt better and batter, so I decided to sit on the floor and

‘watched the rest of the movie from the ramp into the theater.

When the movie finished, I waited for my friends. They were _curious
why I had not watched. I told them what happened and much to my
suyprime one of the other mambers of our party had the exaot same
oxperionce. It was kind of amusing becaums he hagd watohed the movie
Erotn the floor on the oppoalte side of the theatdyr., .. . . - o

At this polnt I realigpd-gtak' thare was sore wpnersl problem, I was - -
not subject of some Lerroriet attack. The-alr ‘quality seemed fine in
the thearer. I thought back and remembared some of the things that
had sesmed g make the mituation worse: 1 remember closing. my eyes for
& peried during the movie because the camers was panning (circling)
around the socenes. Then I ramembared baing annoyed about being. in the
front row. At this point I realized the problem: I was the victim of
space motion sickness, induced by the vieual perception of angular
acceleratjons. Having worked in the manned vehicle laboratory at MIT
1 had read about mpace motion sickness. Thesa effects wera greatly
accentuatad/exaggerated by baing seated in ‘the front rew, which is
simply & matter of geometry: Something moving 3 feet across the scre
seén by someone 10 feat &way vs 20 faet away in the same amount of ...
time appesare as if it hag-much greatar anguler-aecel evatyonr:—Nhen I
recovanig.: Vg -tba movim 200m the rear of the theater I cmased
to fee WAR going to die and actually began te enjoy the last part
of the film that I was able to watoh, ‘ -

alprei oy o

Bagically, I feal that AMC Fenway 13 is responaible for putting me
through a near death experience. That {s tha only way to describe how
I felt. I worried what would happen to my thinge if I died and how mny
family would be impacted. How is ANC Feanway 13 responsible? AMC
Fenway 13 should have researched epace motion aickness and built its
theater to minimigze th e poesibility of ita accurrence. 2 people in 1
sitting geing through tha smme thing fa enocugh evideance that ANC
Fenway 13 should not have built seatsa 80 cloae tp the moreen. I
realize that the resl estate ia expsnsive and that AMC Fenway 13 wants
to pack its thesters to maximize profits. This i6 understandable.
However, ANMC Fenway 13 charges premium prices for ite moviem and’
customers have a right to expect « previum experience in exchange. I
am corifident that AMC Fenway 13 theater demign which reqQuired me to



ait so close to the acreén, caused me to be ill. Rs 606!3 ap I moved
back and sat on the floor, I rapidly recovered, as did the other
individual in the party.

I vant sevaral things from AMC Fenway 13 Theater. - Dup.u:o the zelief
vhen I reslized I was not going to die and could even wetch the end of
the.movie, this wamw a Cerrible experience for'ms. I have never felt I
.was going to die before and it {s the worst moment I have Red in my
life. 1 think to say that thm sensations and my reaction-and fear
warq unwarranted would be a falsw assumption: J am not prome to . 4l
1llnesses of any kind end have never félt space motioh sicimess
befora. 8o fraom my point of view this had to be something ‘very 3
caerjous. T the thedter désign with seats so close to the sorve
s mistake then ANC FYenway 13 should net gell seatd so close to the .
screen. Perhape a ooipromise would be to treat the front yows

. mep rately and to warh customers in those rows of this poseibility end
: b}u}mumn and -eli ‘ticRets saverely di-count.od in cthowe zows. 1t I
e LI pagre: o' F ynptonw, I wouRd. 3.

was going to die. 'I"TIXN movI®H, B3
goma of the idup anave, for me personally s pon- l:unltctrlbh
lifedtime pand ¥ seething, would be a no-cost way for- e Porweay 13
to wmnce me For'what I went uhrouch .

-- Thank you,
'Dom

Thomas “ (MIT "93,94,00)

PhD gptudent. MIT Repesrch Laboratory of Elsctromicm
Captain, USAF Reserve, Air Poroe Research uboutory
Eleotromagnetic Soatrtering Cotputation
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